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danger, when through that difficulty and danger the commander is enabled to see his way to some definite purpose.
But in order to this, it will be necessary that such purpose should have been previously arranged, and that the British army should not again be left, as that of Sir J. Moore and Sir D. Baird have recently been, in the heart of Spain without one word of information, except such as they could pick up from common rumour, of the events passing around them.
Previously, therefore, to General Sir J. Moore's again entering Spain, it will be expected that 'some clear exposition should be made to him of the system upon which the Spaniards intend to conduct the war; the points which they mean to contest with the advancing enemy, and those which, if pressed by a series of reverses, they ultimately propose to defend.
The part assigned to the British army in the combined operation must be settled with Sir J. Moore, and he will be found not unambitious of that in which he may be opposed most directly to the enemy.
This decisive document shows that Moore had strictly and correctly interpreted what must necessarily be the wishes of the Ministry when he decided, on Castanos' defeat, to remain as long as he safely could at Salamanca, and to bring up the parts of his army that had not yet joined him from Portugal, but to make all preparations for retreating and to unite with Baird in Portugal. It seems to me a strange way of writing history, when I find that Mr. Oman's only reference to it consists in saying that "the forces committed" to Moore "were, as was once remarked, not a British field army, but the only British field army," which leaves the impression that some casual remark of the man in the street has the same importance as the decision of a Cabinet between the general in the field and the diplomatist. own commanders, must act as one body for some distinct object, and on some settled plan.
